March 09
W
eather!

Plenty of rain in February suggests early plantings are likely to be successful and we’re shaping up for a great planting season
In this mailout

An updated list of gully contacts is also enclosed as well as a programme of the up and coming gully series of lectures tours and visits and the application form for the plants for gullies scheme.
Plants for gullies scheme

Get an application in for up to 50 Ecosourced local native plants! Applications are now open and will be accepted up until the end of May.
Last year we provided an average of approximately 40 plants to more than 40 Hamilton restorers and this year we anticipate doing the same. Whether you’re new to gully restoration and looking for some colonising plants or whether you’ve got a well established gully and are looking to add biodiversity with some of our rarer local treasures we look forward to receiving an application from you
State of the Bat Environment

By Andrea Dekrout
Andrea Dekrout has just finished a thesis and is currently working together with her husband Gavin Reynolds in their independent ecological consultancy DARC ltd. specializing in ecological impact assessments and monitoring bats.  

Bats are the only endemic land mammals in New Zealand with two species; the long-tailed bat (Chalinolobus tuberculatus) and the lesser short-tailed bat (Mystacina tuberculata). The long-tailed bat can be found in urban Hamilton. Hamilton bats are strongly associated with the Waikato River and Hammond Bush in the city's south. Andrea's study showed that bats heavily use the Waikato River and its gully tributaries for foraging and roosting. Hamilton bats roost in a range of old trees including gum trees (Eucalyptus spp.), pines (Pinus radiata) and willows (Salix cinerea). This was one of the most important results from Andrea's study as these old exotic trees are often under valued in conservation management but are very important for urban bats.  The willingness of long-tailed bats to use exotic resources suggests that if river margins and old or dead trees are managed effectively in Hamilton the bats could have a bright future in the big city. Come and see the bats for yourself with Andrea on the evening of 25 April at 5.30. An earlier trip at 3.30 looks at the vegetation of Hammond Park. 

(see “Whats On” to register)
What you can do:
Where possible avoid the removal of large or old trees along the Waikato River Margin.
Fish and Streams 

By Brenda Aldridge

Brenda has recently finished her thesis studying native fish in Hamilton City gully system streams.  Part of her work included releasing farm reared threatened giant kokopu into restored sections of stream.  Giant kokopu are fish that travel inland from the sea as part of the whitebait run.  These fish are the largest of the kokopu; fish 240 mm in length have been captured in Hamilton Streams. 
	1. It’s the time of year to hit the weeds in the buildup to the planting season. Physical removal of weeds is often necessary and the best way to get rid of weed material is to the Hamilton Organic Centre where it is safely composted. Cover loads when transporting weeds. The Hamilton Organic Centre can receive all weed material except for Alligator Weed! The composting process at the Organic Centre is carefully managed to ensure all weeds and seeds are destroyed in the composting process. The completed compost product is ideal for incorporation in planting holes (especially in heavy clay or light sandy soils).
2. When planting on a steep slope make sure you create a slight hollow a round the plant to catch the summer rain. This will also help to keep any mulch or leaf litter in place. Digging a good sized hole when planting will help, as will some temporary retaining on the downhill side.

3. Got some high branches to trim but can’t reach? Try attaching your pruning saw to a long pole (bamboo works). Many pruning saws have a hollow handle for this purpose, or a role of insulation tape can do the job of joining pole and saw. Don’t muck around with a cheap or blunt tool; for $30 or $40 you can get something reasonable which will stay sharp for a few seasons if well looked after! Work safely by standing uphill or to the side of the branch you’re cutting.

4. Sometimes tree weeds can be poisoned in situ rather than the much more expensive or time consuming removal option A hole drilled on a downwards angle and part filled with a 50% Round Up mix via a syringe or drench gun. Consult a gully expert if you’re not sure what is the best solution for you’re your site.

	The giant kokopu is considered to be threatened with one reason for their decline cited as habitat loss.  Restoration of their habitats in Hamilton urban streams found that large sections of wood, and the stream changes associated with these logs or wood (i.e. water flow creating pools) can provide habitat for fish.
This study also found that native farm reared fish could be introduced into a urban stream and were able to survive for at least eight months.  Released fish appeared to prefer narrow streams (<2 m width) with canopy cover.  During this time in the stream the fish doubled in length from 60mm to 120mm.  Brenda will be taking a group of interested restorers spotlighting in the stream at Parana Park May 2nd at 7 pm. (see “Whats On” to register)
Possum Traps
Waikato tree trust still have Timms traps available for gully restorers to borrow.
Timms Trap are lightweight and easy to set. Timms traps are a humane kill trap with suggested disposal for dead possums being burial (plant a tree there!).
When using Timms traps make sure that you:

· Keep fingers clear of the front opening at all times. 

· Set traps in the evening and bait with a piece of fruit, such as quarter of a fresh apple or orange, or pieces of carrot. Don't use meat or fish as bait as it will attract cats to the trap. 

· Keep family pets indoors while the trap is set and inform neighbours where traps are set so they can do the same. 

· Release the set trap early morning and replace bait every two days.
· Do not leave set traps in areas where inquisitive children and pets can access to them. 
To borrow a trap Email  kirsten.gerry@clear.net.nz or phone 8566563
Waiwhakareke Natural Heritage Park Report

The Waiwhakareke Natural Heritage Park is starting to take shape after 4 years of planting. The project is a partnership between The University of Waikato Centre for Biodiversity and Ecology Research, Tui 2000, WINTEC, and HCC Parks and Gardens Unit and Hamilton Zoo. The aim of the project is to create a park representative of the natural species within the Hamilton Ecological District. Ultimately the plan is for a visitor centre as part of the zoo. Hamilton has identified this as a flagship project in the recently completed Environmental Sustainability Strategy with HCC and partner organisations making an ongoing commitment to the project. The current proposed Long Term Council Community Plan (LTCCP) suggests that over the next few years planting will be minimal and the focus will be on maintaining current plantings, including this seasons planting. Tui 2000 are current exploring the possibility of establishing a community nursery in the area to help propagate small numbers of plants and to provide an educational focus for the project.

What you can do:
If you are interested in getting involved in this exciting project please contact Warren Stace (Ph 8564486 Email. warrenstace@actrix.co.nz) and put in submissions to the Long Term Council Community Plan in March/April. Submissions do make a difference!
Electronic Contacts
Phone or email me with your email address if you’d like to be added to the electronic list as well. E-mail tim.newton@hcc.govt.nz


